
• Green turtles have long 
memories, with some adult 
female turtles returning to nest 
at the same beach where they 
hatched.

1

• Green turtles are called green 
because of the colour of their 
fat, not the colour of their shell. 
The turtle’s body fat is green 
from the algae and sea grasses 
it eats.
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• Green turtles are the second 
largest of the sea turtle species. 
The largest is the Leatherback.
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• Adult green turtles can live  
for over 40 years! 4

• Some green turtles migrate  
more than 2,600 kilometres  
to their rookeries to mate. That’s  
equal to five times the distance 
from Gladstone to Brisbane!
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Green turtles are reptiles with a hard, 
olive-green-coloured shell (called a 
carapace), and flippers which they use 
to swim through the water. They like 
to live in shallow, tropical waters such 
as the Great Barrier Reef but start their 
lives as eggs in “nests” dug on sandy 
beaches. Green turtle eggs are about 
the size of a ping pong ball but are soft 
and leathery. The warmth of the sand 
incubates the eggs for six to eight weeks. 
The hatchlings then dig their way to the 
surface of the sand and make their way 
to the ocean. In Central Queensland, 
hatchlings emerge from nests from late 
December until May with a peak hatching  
period in February and March.

Hatchlings are 5 centimetres long and 
weigh just 25 grams - about the same 
weight as a slice of bread - when born.

Green turtles grow very slowly but a 
fully-grown turtle can weigh more than 
100 kilograms! Green turtles breathe air 
like humans but can stay under water for 
long periods of time. 

You will see them come to the surface 
of the ocean to breathe before diving 
underwater again to find food and  
hide from predators.

Favourite Foods
Adult green turtles in coastal waters  
are almost totally ‘herbivorous’  
meaning they feed principally on 
seagrass, a wide range of algae,  
and mangrove fruits. Sometimes they 
feed on jellyfish, bluebottles, dead fish,  
or small crustaceans.

Population Status
Green turtles are listed as Vulnerable 
under both the Australian Government’s 
Environment Protection and  
Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC)  
Act 1999 and Queensland’s Nature 
Conservation Act 1992, meaning they 
are not critically endangered, but face a 
high risk of extinction in the wild in the 
medium-to-long term. Scientists think 
there are about 50,000 green turtles living 
in the Great Barrier Reef area.

Local Sightings
You could see a green turtle anywhere in 
the waters off Gladstone, but only a few 
nest in the area immediately surrounding 
Gladstone. Raine Island and Moulter Cay  
are the most popular nesting sites  
for green turtles near Gladstone.

Meet the green turtles 
of Port Curtis and the Gladstone area
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5 TURTLE-Y 
AMAZING FACTS!
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The image to the right is visual map of 
how a tracked green turtle (released out 

to Pelican Banks) used the Port Curtis 
area over a series of weeks.

Movements of a green turtle in Port Curtis
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What risks threaten turtles?
• Damage to seagrass and nesting beaches upset green turtles  
 as some like to return to the same places and beaches every year.

• Hatchlings follow the low light on the horizon when moving  
 from the nest to the sea. Bright lights (like those from buildings, 
 headlights, and torches) near the beach can confuse hatchlings  
 and lead them inland, away from the water - that’s the wrong way! 

• Boats going too fast can hit and injure turtles.

• Turtles can mistake rubbish, like plastic bags,  
 for jellyfish. If eaten, the plastic bags block the turtle’s  
 stomach and they can die of starvation. 

Find out more
Aus Turtle
www.austurtle.org.au

Australian Institute of Marine Science
www.aims.gov.au

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority:
www.gbrmpa.gov.au
 
Australian Department of the Environment:
www.environment.gov.au

Migration 
Turtles travel long distances during 
their life. As juveniles they will swim into 
shallow, coastal waters where they can 
find food.  Female green turtles travel 
back and forth between shallow waters 
where they feed and the beaches where 
they lay their eggs. 

Male turtles swim between foraging 
grounds to shallow water close to nesting 
beaches where they will  
mate with the females. 

Ways to look after us!
• Look but don’t touch – green turtles might be cute, especially as 

babies, but they are wild animals.

• Keep a look-out for turtles and their nests when playing on the beach 
during summer, be careful around vegetated areas of the beach, and 
be extra careful if driving on the beach!

• Always put your rubbish in the bin so it doesn’t end up in the ocean.

• Go slow for those below! Stick to the speed limit when on the   
water, and slow down around seagrass. Turtles are slow moving  and 
boat propellers can badly hurt them. 

• If you accidentally catch a turtle, or find a hurt turtle, call 1300 
ANIMAL (1300 264 625). Do not try to remove hooks yourself!

It’s not easy  
BEING GREEN

BREEDING  
MIGRATION  
Adult males  
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Age at first breeding 
about 20-50 years
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nesting 

beaches
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Adult Females

RETURN TO 
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Breeding Migration 
at 4-8 year intervals

NESTING BEACH 
Several clutches of eggs are laid

Life Cycle

Adult Males

Females don’t 
always have to 
mate between 
laying clutches 

as they can store 
sperm

2 weekly intervals 
between laying eggs 

(December to January)

Bottom coastal feeding 
zone

© Megan Ellis

© Jaylene Flint

http://www.austurtle.org.au
http://www.aims.gov.au
www.gbrmpa.gov.au/about-the-reef/animals/marine-turtles/flatback
www.environment.gov.au/marine/marine-species/marine-turtles/flatback 

